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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT YHOMBY-OPANGO'S MAY DAY SPEECH; MAY DAY PARADE 

1. PRESIDENT YHOMBY-OPANGO'S HOUR-LONG MAY DAY SPEECH 
STRESSED POINT THAT, WITH STEPS NOW HAVING BEEN TAKEN 
TO MAKE THE GOVERNMENT RUN MORE SMOOTHLY, IT IS INCUM- 
BENT UPON AGRICULTURAL AND STATE ENTERPRISE SECTORS TO 
INCREASE THEIR PRODUCTION THROUGH HARDER WORK, GREATER 
EFFICIENCY, AND LESS CORRUPTION. HE APPEALED FOR THE 
FULFILLMENT OF THE TWO-YEAR PLAN JUST APPROVED (COPY 

TO BE EORWARDED TO DEPARTMENT UPON ITS PUBLICATION), 

THEN CRITICIZED CURRENT OPERATIONS OF CONGOLESE STATE 
ENTERPRISES. MANY SUCH ENTERPRISES, HE NOTED, RATHER 
THAN CONTRIBUTING TO NATIONAL BUDGET, ASK FOR SUBSIDIES 
FROM CENTRAL GOVERNMENT; THIS IS CLEARLY UNACCEPTABLE. 
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2. YHOMBY-OPANGO ATTACKED "ECONOMIC SABOTAGE " AND 
CORRUPTION AS BEING RESPONSIBLE FOR THESE PROBLEMS, 

SPECIFYING THAT THE 60-ODD STATE ENTERPRISES ARE 1 1 
BILLION CFA (US DOLS 480 MILLION) IN DEBT. "LET US NOT 
BATHE TWICE IN THE SAME RIVER;" WE CANNOT IN 1978 REPEAT 
OUR PAST PEREORMANCE AND THEN AWAIT MIRACLES FROM OVER- 
SEAS. NOTHING IS GIVEN OR LOANED WITHOUT SOMETHING 
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BEING ASKED IN RETURN, AND THAT PRICE IS THE CONTRADIC- 
TION OE THE LIBERTY EOR WHICH WE HAVE MADE OUR REVOLUTION, SAID 
YHOMBY. 

3. ON THE AGRICULTURAL SIDE, HE STATED, CONGOLESE MUST 
REACH 1958 LEVEL OE PRODUCTION; AGRICULTURAL SECTOR'S 
OUTPUT PELL PROM 21,600 TONS IN 1965 TO 10,000 TONS IN 
1975. ONLY 190,000 HECTARES OF A TOTAL OP 8.2 MILLION 
ARABLE HECTARES ARE BEING CULTIVATED. AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION MUST BE BASED ON THE EXPANSION OP 4 KEY 
CROPS: RICE, MAIZE, COPPEE, AND COCOA. AGRICULTURAL 
DEVELOPMENT MUST COME BEPORE INDUSTRY. ALL MUST MAKE 
SACRIPICES. CONTINUING ON THEME DEVELOPED AT OPENING OP 
LABOR CONGRESS (BRAZZAVILLE 542), PRESIDENT ASKED 
GOVERNMENT TO STUDY PRINCIPLE OP A CONTINUOUS WORK DAY 
(6:20 A.M. TO 1 P.M.) EOR ALL WORKERS IN STATE ENTERPRISES, 

IN ORDER THAT THOSE WORKERS MAY SPEND APTERNOONS AT 
COLLECTIVE MANUAL LABOR, INTELLECTUALS THEREBY WORKING 
WITH MANUAL LABORERS. 

4. YHOMBY THEN SKATED LIGHTLY OVER INTERNATONAL ISSUES, 
INCLUDING SAHARA, NAMIBIA, ZIMBABWE, HORN OP APRICA AND 
MIDDLE EAST. HE SAVED MUCH OF HIS TIME AT END OP SPEECH 
EOR STATEMENT CONCERNING UPCOMING SPECIAL SESSION OF 
UNGA ON DISARMAMENT. WITHOUT SPECIPYING SASSOU-NGUESSO, 
YHOMBY SAID THAT CONGO WOULD BE REPRESENTED AT A HIGH 
LIMITED OPPICIAL USE 
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LEVEL, AND POINTED OUT THAT CONGO HAD JUST RATIPIED 
TREATIES AGAINST UNDERGROUND AND UNDERWATER PLACEMENT 
OP NUCLEAR ARMS, HAD RATIPIED THE NPT, HAD APPROVED 
CONVENTION AGAINST BIOLOGICAL WEAPONS, AND HAD RATIPIED 
CONVENTION ON ENVIRONMENTAL MODIPICATION. YHOMBY APPEALED 
EOR END TO NUCLEAR ARMS TESTING IN ATMOSPHERE, SPACE, 

UNDER WATER AND UNDER GROUND. (PYI: LOCAL MEDIA HAVE 
BEEN DEVOTING CONSIDERABLE ATTENTION LATELY TO CRITICISM 
OP NEUTRON BOMB, WHILE HAILING BREZHNEV'S DISARMAMENT 
PROPOSALS. SUGGESTIONS STATE 110723 ARE BEING USED. 

END PYI.) PULL TEXT OF YHOMBY SPEECH BEING POUCHED 
DEPARTMENT (AF/C-KATES). 

5. MAY 1 PARADE WAS A THREE AND-A-HALF-HOUR EVENT 
PEATURING ALL ELEMENTS OP CONGOLESE POLITICAL LIPE: ARMY, 

LABOR, WOMEN, STUDENTS, RELIGIOUS GROUPS, ARTISTS AND 
WRITERS, ETC. MORE PEOPLE PARADED THAN WATCHED. ACTIVITIES 
BEGAN WITH ANNOUNCER TRACING ORIGIN OF MAY DAY CELEBRATION 
TO CHICAGO, 1884, UNFORTUNATELY DESCRIBING 30,000 AMERICAN 
WORKERS AS HAVING BEEN BRUTALIZED BY MANAGEMENT THAT 
DAY. (WE CORRECTED RECORD PRIVATELY THEREAPTER). 

WORKERS OP SPAIN WERE ENCOURAGED TO PRESS EOR RIGHTS, 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


PUERTO RICO WAS NOT MENTIONED. DIPLOMATIC COMMUNITY 
AND GOVERNMENT WORKERS WERE RECEIVED BY PRESIDENT YHOMBY- 
OPANGO AND MILITARY COMMITTEE AT PRESIDENTIAL PALACE 
FOLLOWING PARADE. 

KATZEN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ECONOMIC CONDITIONS, AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, DISARMAMENT, SPEECHES, MAY DAY 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 05 may 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978BRAZZA00543 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 92-0525 

Format: TEL 
From: BRAZZAVILLE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780590/aaaaczak.tel 

Line Count: 121 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: dadfcba3-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 26 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2785513 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESIDENT YHOMBY-OPANGOVS MAY DAY SPEECH; MAY DAY PARADE 
TAGS: PINT, ELAB, ECON, PARM, EAGR, CF, (YHOMBY OPANGO, JOACHIM) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/dadfcba3-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



